Hammond & Champness Of Walthamstow

The Early Years
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Mr Taylor left the business in 1905 and Ernest Hammond invited his cousin, Harold
Champness , who was also an engineer, to join the business. The company was then renamed
as Hammond & Champness. In 1910, building on their mechanical and hydraulic engineering
expertise, they began to make electric lifts. Later, in 1917, his older brother - Leonard
Hammond joined the company. It was again renamed, this time as Hammond Brothers &
Champness.

Both Ernest Hammond and Harold Champness
were sanitation engineers who specialised in
water powered hydraulic systems. By 1917,
Ernest was a member of the Institute of
Mechanical Engineers and he was a designer and
inventor who developed innovative ways of using
water hydraulics for lifts and cranes.

Amongst his inventions was a new steam

pattern Fire Brigade engine, electric rams for
steel companies, improved hydraulic cranes, a compressed air driven lift and the design of
new munition tools during WWI.
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Pollard Shopfitters




The building was purpose built in 1930 and its architecture very much reflects the period.
It was named Gnome House because in WWTI, the Peter Hooker company that previously
occupied the site, made Gnome rotary aircraft engines that were fitted to Sopwith Camel

airplanes..
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Dave Buchan tells us On the Walthamstow Times
Facebook site:

“| used to work at Hammonds and for a while we had the original plans
in our office. Gnome house was built for Hammond & Champness in the
1930's The terrace of cottages to the north of the frontage were much
older, their tiny back gardens were flat, then there was a step down to
the open yard form memory. But then the level of the factory floor was a
good 8 ft below that so maybe the clay was removed to make bricks but
normally brickworkltake up a lot of clay to be cost effective & | cannot
visualise huge volumes of bricks coming from the changes inlground
levels.

The company made electric and hydraulic lifts for both
domestic and industrial use and these included:
automatic, passenger and specialist lifts for many
purposes. Over the next nearly seventy years, Hammond
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& Champness lifts became a synonym for best quality reliable British lifts.

Like many Walthamstow based companies, the Hammond & Champness company

Became part of the globalisation process that gobbles up small companies and incorporates
them into world-wide trading conglomerates.

In 1967, the company took over the Aldous & Campbell Hydraulic Lift company that
specialized in railway station lifts. However, 1971, the company was taken over by the
Dover Corporation of the United States. This is a major US industrial company that has
roots in the manufacture of elevators. They were looking for a means of entering the
British lift market and Hammond & Champness from the mid-1970s onward effectively was
the brand for Dover Corporation equipment installed in the UK.

During the 1980's they manufactured three different lift+ models. These were: The
Warden (for residential use ), The Balmoral (for office buildings) and The Windsor.

Pictures below by are the courtesy of Walthamstow Times Facebook site at :
https://www.facebook.com/walthamstow. times.7
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The Rebirth of Gnome House
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Walthamstow and reflect that the Borough is now seen as ‘Awesomestow’ an 'up and
coming' development and investment area.

The above, is an artist's
impression of what the
new Gnome House will
look like. It is described
as a hew community and
creative space and the

ground floor will comprise
‘j artists’ studios, a cafe, a

D —

meeting room and a large commumty creative space available for hire. This space is being
run as a community interest company with volunteer directors from the local area.

The picture below is a
plan of the building with
a key as to the
functions.

1. This will be an outdoor seating
area for the cafe and the new
main entrance for Gnome House.

2. The meeting room - available
for hire.

e - 3. Community creative space -
’—' available for hire.

4. Community creative space - available for hire. In the future we hope to have a folding door system so the community
creative space can be divided into two spaces (as shown).

5. Kitchen / cafe with disabled toilet and disabled lift into community space. We will be putting the cafe out o tender -
please sign up to our mailing list (on our home-page) for more information.

Bill Bayliss
November 2014
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Various images from the internet.

HAMMOND BROS. & CHAMPNESS Limited.

Extraordinary Resolution (pursuant to Companies
Act, 1929, ss. 117 (1) and 225 (1) (c)) passed
28rd January, 1033,

AT an Extraordinary General Meeting of the

above named Company, duly convened, and
held at Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet Street, London,

E.C., on the 23rd day of January, 1933, the sub-

joined Extraordinary Resolution was duly passed :
“ That it has been proved to the satisfaction of

this Meeting that the Company cannot, 13» reason
241

of its liabilities, continue its business that it
is advisable to wind up the same, and l.oourdingli
that the Company be wound up voluntarily; an

that Albert Edward Quaife, of 104, High Holborn
London, W.C.1, Incorporated Accountant, be and
he is hereby appointed Liquidator for the purposes
of such winding-up.”

E. N. HAMMOND,
(068) Chairman of the Meeting.
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